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VRAE [EE 2]

 What is a Work?

— In the context of the VRA Core 3.0, a work is a
physical entity that exists, has existed at some time in
the past, or that could exist in the future. It might be
an artistic creation such as a painting or a sculpture; it
might be a performance, composition, or literary work;
it might be a building or other construction in the built
environment; or it might be an object of material
culture. Works may be single items, or they may
consist of many parts

VRAE [EE 2]

« What is an Image?

— An image is a visual representation of a work. It can
exist in photomechanical, photographic and digital
formats. In a typical visual resources collection, an
image is a reproduction of the work that is owned by
the cataloging institution and is typically a slide,
photograph, or digital file. A visual resources
collection may own several images of a given work.

— The term “visual document”, which was used in the
VRA Core 2.0, has been eliminated because a visual
document could be defined not only as an image but
as a type of work, such as a preparatory sketch or an
architectural plan for a building.
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* How do Work records and Image records link to each other?

How the VRA Core 3.0 element sets are linked to form a single record is a local database
implementation issue; however, it is assumed that work records will be linked to the relevant
image records. For many collections, the creation of two linked element sets to describe a
work (e.g., a painting) and an image (e.g., a slide of that painting) will be sufficient. In other
cases a work (e.g., a building) might be linked to multiple images (e.g., digital images
showing different aspects of the building). However, it will become increasingly common to
associate two or more image records with a given work record to document the existence of
different formats—slides, digital files, photographs, etc. Naturally most people will not want
to create more levels than necessary in order to describe the sequence from work to image.
Often only two element sets will be necessary; however, sometimes intermediate sets will be
unavoidable.

It is possible to repeat and link together the VRA Core 3.0 element set in order to more fully
describe a work for which a “visual document” (i.e., another work) exists. For instance, one
might use an element set to describe a building's structure and another linked element set to
describe the” visual document” (e.g., a site plan). The image record(s) will then be linked to
the appropriate work record. This will allow views of the building to be associated with the
primary work (the building) and images of the plan with the record for the “visual document.”
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* How does one Work record relate to another Work record?
— Relationships between two works may be either essential or informative. An

essential relationship exists where the described work includes the referenced
work, either physically or logically within a larger to smaller context. With works
that have an essential relationship, it is recommended that the Title.Larger Entity
qualifier always accompany the title for the part.

An informative relationship between two works exists when the described and
referenced works could stand independently and the relationship is informative
but not essential either physically or logically in identifying either of the works.
The link between the works should be reciprocal and the data values should
include the identity of the related work and a description of the type of
relationship. Core 3 Relationship types are consistent with the for the DC
Relation element.. Dublin Core Qualifiers (Element Refinements)for the DC
Relation element.. A detailed list of types and examples will be included in the
Guide to Good Practice: Cataloguing Standards For Describing Cultural Objects
and Images (expected publication, early 2003).




VRM?RF%
VRA CORE CATEGORIES, Version 3.0
F%I%ﬁéiiﬁfgj(Record Type) * @D Number

K% (Type) . rEWFF‘,/E?*]ﬂﬁJSter/Period
R £1(Title) « J {*Culture

& Measurements « = [fSubject
#rFfMaterial « [ 7Relation

H " Technique . TF-*&EDescription
fill[*=¥ Creator - J:¥FiSource

[ '#Date . Fﬁ[E[ﬂL@RightS
i*'ﬂ%ﬁLocation

[ - ﬁ‘[frrj

73 77 Record Type

& ¢ |dentifies the record as being either a
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73k B Type
£&: ¢ Identifies the specific type of Work or

Image belng described in the record.
h7‘u =

T

e AA

£

vk £ 1 Title

& ¢ The title or identifying phrase given to a Work or an
Image. For complex works or series the title may refer to a
discrete unit within the larger entity (a print from a series, a
panel from a fresco cycle, a building within a temple complex)
or may identify only the larger entity itself. A record for a part of
a larger unit should include both the title for the part and the title
for the larger entity. For an Image record this category
describes the specific view of the depicted Work.
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— gl ¢ (Variant)

— # ?(Translation)
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72k £ 1 Measurements

& ! The size, shape, scale, dimensions, format, or
storage configuration of the Work or Image.
Dimensions may include such measurements as
volume, weight, area or running time. The unit used
in the measurement must be specified.
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73 778 ¢ Material

£2 ¢ The substance of which a work or an
image is composed.
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73 £ Technique

& ¢ The production or manufacturing
processes, techniques, and methods
incorporated in the fabrication or alteration of
the work or image.

—Lr_A .
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LI : AAT

e =¥

% : The names, appellations, or other identifiers assigned to
an individual, group, corporate body, or other entity that has
contributed to the design, creation, production, manufacture, or
alteration of the work or image.
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— g% (Attribution)

— f * g7 (Personal name)

— [E £/7¥i(Corporate name)

E@?ajil : ULAN, AAAF(LC authority files).

H#% * Controlled list for role (e.g., artist, engraver, architect,
etc.) and attribution (e.g., school of, workshop of, circle of, style
of, follower of, attributed to, etc.) in development.
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